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To objectively assess usage, satisfaction, and needs 
for a wide ranges of parks and recreation facilities 
and programs  

To identify opportunities for the City of Salina to 
better serve the leisure and recreation needs of the 
community
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Survey Description
six‐page survey
survey took approximately 15‐20 minutes to complete

Method of Administration
by mail, online, and phone to a randomly selected sample of City 
households

Sample size:
goal number of surveys: 400
goal far exceeded: 676 completed surveys
demographics of survey respondents accurately reflects the actual 
population of the City

Confidence level:  95% 
Margin of error:  +/‐ 3.8% overall
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Good Representation 
throughout the City

City of Salina 2017 
Parks and Recreation Needs 

Assessment Survey
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Usage of City of Salina parks is very high
There’s strong support for acquiring/developing open space
The 5 highest priorities for facilities include: 

Walking and biking trails
Indoor running/walking track
Park shelters and picnic areas
Passive natural areas
Indoor aquatics facility

The 5 highest priorities for programs include: 
Special events
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Nature programs/environmental education
Outdoor adventure programs
Water fitness programs

There’s strong support for funding improvements to the parks and 
recreation system
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Topic #1
Usage of Parks, Facilities and 

Programs 
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95% of Households Have 
Visited at Least One City 

Park in the Past Year; 
National Average Is 81%
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94% of Households 
Support Some Type of 

Open Space Option
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38% of Households Have 
Participated in Recreation 

Programs in the Past 12 Months; 
National Average Is 34%
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The City Is the Top Provider 
for Recreation and Sports 

Activities



Topic #2
Satisfaction with Parks and 

Facilities 
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82% of Households Rated 
Parks as Excellent or Good; 

Only 2% Rated Them as Poor
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78% of Households Rated 
Programs as Excellent or Good; 
Only 4% Rated Them as Poor



Topic #3
Barriers to Participation
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Topic #4
Unmet Needs and Priorities for 

FACILITIES
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Topic #5
Unmet Needs and Priorities for 

PROGRAMS
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Topic #6
Funding Improvements to the 
Parks and Recreation System
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84% of Households Are 
Willing to Fund at Least 

One Improvement



Topic #7
Other Findings
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66% of Households Are 
Supportive of Banning 

Smoking; Only 20% Are 
Not Supportive
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76% Feel the Parks and 
Recreation System Is Important 

Compared to Other City Services; 
Only 5% Feel It’s Not Important
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Usage of City of Salina parks is very high
There’s strong support for acquiring/developing open space
The 5 highest priorities for facilities include: 

Walking and biking trails
Indoor running/walking track
Park shelters and picnic areas
Passive natural areas
Indoor aquatics facility

The 5 highest priorities for programs include: 
Special events
Adult fitness and wellness programs
Nature programs/environmental education
Outdoor adventure programs
Water fitness programs

There’s strong support for funding improvements to the parks and 
recreation system



Questions?

THANK YOU!
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